
 

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) 

General Meeting – Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

MINUTES 

 

Members & Guests: Marbelia Prado, Fanny Esquivel, Yolanda Chilapa, Erica Barcelo-Carrillo, Richard Gijon, Angela Kelley, Nora 
Vital, Delia Contreras, Patricia Hollman, Claire Arias-Kassir, Valentina Hernandez, Mercedes Sotolongo, Yolanda Rodriguez, 
Barbara (Translation Services) 
 

Welcome, Introductions 
and Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 5:09 PM 
 
 

Review Committee 
Norms 

Chilapa reviewed the norms. 

• Start on time 

• Stay on topic 

• Respect one another and respective opinions. 

• Listen while others speak. 

• Be present and limit distractions (cell phones, etc.). 

• Be mindful of muting while on Zoom calls. 
 

Introductions Members introduced themselves. 
 

Approval of Minutes Due to time constraints, minute approvals were moved to the next ELAC meeting. 
 

Staff Presentation - 
Reclassification 
Claire Arias-Kassir, OLA 
ELIRT 

Ms. Arias-Kassir gave a presentation on the reclassification process. Presentation is attached to the 
minutes. 
Contreras: Is this presentation available in Spanish? 
Arias-Kassir: Presentation will be translated into Spanish by translation services. 
Contreras: Are the supportive requirements for all students. Can students who are reclassified 
receive support? 
Arias-Kassir: Under current law, students are monitored for 4 years in all subject areas. Parents can 
speak school counselors to develop a specific support plan. Each plan may look different and may 
include diiferent supports such as tutoring, small group instruction, etc. 
Chilapa: Can you please clarify point #2 on the reclassification criteria? 
Arias-Kassir: Since high school students are only tested on the SBA in 11th grade, an alternative 
assessment is used. These are the FAST, INSPECT and the DRA. Hoover uses the FAST. 
Chilapa: What kind of follow up support is provided to students? 
Arias-Kassir: All students are monitored for a total of 4 years in all content areas. Support may look 
different from school to school. If students are not perfroming well, sites must put in place specifc 
interventions. 
 

Staff Presentation – LOTE 
and Seal of Biliteracy 
Patricia Hollman, 
Counselor 

Ms. Hollman gave a presentation on the LOTE and Seal of Biliteracy process. Presentation is attached 
to the minutes. 
Chilapa: Who provides this information to students? 
Hollman: Counselors are the primary contact for this information. Articulation is an opportunity to 
meet with the student over Zoom or phone call. Items dicussed during articulation are A-G 
requirements, high school language requirement and LOTE if students are on track to meet 
requiremnts. 
Hernandez: What happens to students who take a foreign language in middle school? 
Hollman: Those students meet the diploma/college requiremnts and are not required to take 
additional language courses. They may take a different elective or take a higher language course. 
Hernandez: How do we make sure these students are not over looked in process? How can they get 
their seal?  
Barcelo-Carrillo: Information is key. Ensuring students and pafarents are aware of the information is 
vital. Disseminating information at events like Coffee with the Principal is also helpful. Students who 
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meet requirements after the initial period can take their diploma directly to the OLA office and have 
a seal affixed to their diploma. 
 

Roundatable/Answering 
Chat Questions 

What current supports are available to students? 
Students are encouraged to attend teacher office hours to receive additional support. The district is 
in process of expanding phase 1 appointment based learning. Learning hubs will provide support in a 
1:14 ratio vs. 1:4 in the current model. More information will be released. As more personnel receive 
their vaccinations, more will become available to prvide support. English lanuguage learners and 
special education students are prioritized. 
What are the current attendance trends? 
We are expereincing a 40% chronic absenteeism rate across the entire state. 
Can parents request reimbursement for internet services? What supports exist for students that are 
stuggling with internet connection. 
No, there is no mechanism for reimbursement of internet services. Parents are always welcoe to 
advocate at the district level. Hot spots are available for families that have a need. Families can call 
619-260-2460 to make a request. Hot spots are to be used for school work and school district 
business only (parent meetings, workshops, SSC, SGT, ELAC, district meetings etc.). Hot spots are not 
to be used for items such as streaming videos off of Netflix, Hulu, or other sites, YouTube, gaming or 
other non-district business. 
How many EL students will be tested this year? 
We have a total of 437 students that will take the ELPAC this year. Barcelo-Carrillo formed a testing 
team that will help with this process. Attempts to test in person will be made. The importance of this 
test will be communicated to students and they will be encourage dto do their absolute best. Retired 
teachers will also help with this process. 
Who is the EL Coordinator at Hoover? 
Ms. Kathi Levell was the person leading this work however she retired over winter break. Current VP 
Barcelo-Carrillo will oversee this work. There is a current hiring freeze due to the impacts of COVID-
19. 
 
SSC is scheduled for 2/25 at 2:00. This meeting is open to the public. 
 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM 
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Miembros y Invitados: Marbelia Prado, Fanny Esquivel, Yolanda Chilapa, Erica Barcelo-Carrillo, Richard Gijon, Angela Kelley, Nora 
Vital, Delia Contreras, Patricia Hollman, Claire Arias-Kassir, Valentina Hernandez, Mercedes Sotolongo, Yolanda Rodriguez, 
Barbara (Servicios de Traducción) 
 

Bienvenida, 
presentaciones y llamada 
al orden 

La reunión se inició a las 5:09 p.m. 
 
 
 

Revisar las Normas del 
Comité 

Gijon revisó las normas del comité. 

• Empezar a tiempo 

• Permanecer en el tema 

• Respetarnos mutuamente y respetar nuestras respectivas opiniones. 

• Escuche mientras otros hablan. 

• Esté presente y limite distracciones (teléfonos celulares, etc.). 

• Tenga cuidado con el audio durante las llamadas de Zoom. 
 

Introducciones Los miembros se presentaron. 
 

Aprobación de las 
Minutas 

Debido a limitaciones de tiempo, las aprobaciones de los minutos se trasladaron a la próxima 
reunión de ELAC.  
 

Presentación del Personal 
- Reclasificación 
Claire Arias-Kassir, OLA 
ELIRT 

La Sra. Arias-Kassir hizo una presentación sobre el proceso de reclasificación. La presentación se 
adjunta al las minutas. 
Contreras: ¿Esta presentación está disponible en español? 
Arias-Kassir: La presentación será traducida al español por los servicios de traducción. 
Contreras: Son los requisitos de apoyo para todos los estudiantes. ¿Pueden los estudiantes 
reclasificados recibir apoyo? 
Arias-Kassir: Bajo la ley actual, los estudiantes son monitoreados durante 4 años en todas las 
materias. Los padres pueden hablar con los consejeros escolares para desarrollar un plan de apoyo 
específico. Cada plan puede verse diferente y puede incluir diferentes apoyos como tutoría, 
instrucción en grupos pequeños, etc. 
Chilapa: ¿Puede aclarar el punto # 2 sobre los criterios de reclasificación? 
Arias-Kassir: Dado que los estudiantes de secundaria solo son evaluados por el SBA en el 11 ° grado, 
se usa una evaluación alternativa. Estos son FAST, INSPECT y DRA. Hoover usa el FAST. 
Chilapa: ¿Qué tipo de apoyo de seguimiento se brinda a los estudiantes? 
Arias-Kassir: Todos los estudiantes son monitoreados por un total de 4 años en todas las áreas de 
contenido. El apoyo puede verse diferente de una escuela a otra. Si los estudiantes no se están 
avanzando, los sitios deben implementar intervenciones específicas. 
 

Presentación del 
personal: LOTE y Sello de 
Bilectoescritura 
Patricia Hollman, 
Consejera 

La Sra. Hollman dio una presentación sobre el proceso LOTE y el Sello de Bilectoescritura. La 
presentación se adjunta al las minutas. 
Chilapa: ¿Quién brinda esta información a los estudiantes? 
Hollman: Los consejeros son el contacto principal para obtener esta información. La articulación es 
una oportunidad para reunirse con el estudiante a través de Zoom o una llamada telefónica. Los 
temas discutidos durante la articulación son los requisitos A-G, el requisito de idioma de la 
preparatoria y LOTE si los estudiantes están en camino de cumplir con los requisitos. 
Hernández: ¿Qué pasa con los estudiantes que toman un idioma extranjero en la escuela secundaria? 
Hollman: Estos estudiantes cumplen con los requisitos de diploma y la universidad y no están 
obligados a tomar cursos de idiomas adicionales. Pueden tomar una clases diferente o tomar un 
curso de idiomas superior. 
Hernández: ¿Cómo nos aseguramos de que estos estudiantes no sean pasados por alto en el 
proceso? ¿Cómo pueden conseguir su sello? 
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Barceló-Carrillo: La información es clave. Es vital asegurarse de que los estudiantes y los padres 
conozcan la información. También es útil compartir información en eventos como Café con el 
Director. Los estudiantes que cumplan con los requisitos después del período inicial pueden llevar su 
diploma directamente a la oficina de OLA y tener un sello adherido a su diploma. 
 

Mesa Redonda/ 
Respuesta a Preguntas 
del Chat 

¿Qué apoyos actuales están disponibles para los estudiantes? 
Se anima a los estudiantes a que asistan al horario de oficina de los maestros para recibir apoyo 
adicional. El distrito está en proceso de expandir el aprendizaje basado en citas de la fase 1. Los 
centros de aprendizaje brindarán soporte en una proporción de 1:14 (maestro/alumnos). Se dará a 
conocer más información. A medida que más personal reciba sus vacunas, habrá más disponible para 
brindar apoyo. Se da prioridad a los estudiantes de idioma inglés y a los estudiantes de educación 
especial. 
¿Cuáles son las tendencias actuales de asistencia? 
Estamos experimentando una tasa de absentismo crónico del 40% en todo el estado. 
¿Pueden los padres solicitar un reembolso por los servicios de Internet? ¿Qué apoyos existen para 
los estudiantes que luchan con la conexión a Internet? 
No existe un mecanismo para el reembolso de los servicios de Internet. Los padres siempre están 
pueden pedir este apoyo a nivel del distrito. Los “hot spots” están disponibles para familias que lo 
necesiten. Las familias pueden llamar al 619-260-2460 para hacer una solicitud. Los “hot spots” se 
deben usar solo para el trabajo escolar y los negocios del distrito escolar (reuniones de padres, 
talleres, SSC, SGT, ELAC, reuniones del distrito, etc.). Los “hot spots” no se deben usar para la 
transmisión de videos desde Netflix, Hulu y otros sitios, YouTube, juegos o otros negocios fuera del 
distrito. 
¿Cuántos estudiantes EL serán evaluados este año? 
Tenemos un total de 437 estudiantes que tomarán el ELPAC este año. Barcelo-Carrillo formó un 
equipo que ayudará con este proceso. Se harán intentos de hacer los examenes en persona. Se 
comunicará a los estudiantes la importancia de esta prueba y se les animará a hacer lo mejor posible. 
Los maestros jubilados también ayudarán con este proceso. 
¿Quién es el coordinador/a de EL en Hoover? 
La Sra. Kathi Levell fue la persona que dirigió este trabajo, sin embargo, se retiró durante las 
vacaciones de invierno. La subdirectora Barceló-Carrillo supervisará este trabajo. Actualmente no se 
permite contractar personal debido a los impactos del COVID-19. 
 
SSC está programado para el 2/25 a las 2:00. Esta reunión está abierta al público. 
 

Despedida La reunión se despedio a las 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 





TWO YEARS  OF A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS A 
SDUSD GRADUATION REQUIREMENT:

• BEGINNING WITH THE CLASS OF 2016, ALL SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN 

ENGLISH AND A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH (ALSO KNOWN AS LOTE OR

WORLD LANGUAGE) IN ORDER TO SATISFY OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

REQUIREMENTS. 



THE LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
(LOTE) EXAM :

• PASSING THE LOTE ASSESSMENT CERTIFIES PROFICIENCY 

EQUIVALENT TO TWO YEARS OF SECONDARY INSTRUCTION IN A 

WORLD LANGUAGE, THEREBY SATISFYING 

* THE SDUSD GRADUATION REQUIREMENT AND 

* UC/CSU MINIMUM “E” ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENT.



THERE ARE 6  WAYS TO MEET THE FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT: 

1) SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 2 YEARS OF WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE

2) SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 2 YEARS OF WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES IN 

AN SDUSD-APPROVED INDEPENDENT WORLD LANGUAGES SCHOOL

3) PASSING AN AP, IB, OR SAT II: FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXAMINATION.



4) Successful completion of 2 years of formal instruction in a language other 

than English at or beyond Grade 6 (verified by foreign transcripts)

5) Passing a district-designed LOTE Alternative Assessment. Assessments 

are currently available in 27 languages.  

6) Receiving a certificate of proficiency from a college or university

Cont. from 6 ways to meet the foreign 

language requirement….



SDUSD AND UC/CSU REQUIREMENT: 

• PASSING THE LOTE ASSESSMENT CERTIFIES PROFICIENCY 

EQUIVALENT TO TWO YEARS OF SECONDARY INSTRUCTION IN A 

WORLD LANGUAGE =

SATISFYING THE SDUSD GRADUATION REQUIREMENT AND UC/CSU 

MINIMUM “E” ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENT.



Questions???



SEAL OF BILITERACY- WHAT IT IS?

• THE STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY IS A RECOGNITION BY THE STATE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR GRADUATING 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO HAVE ATTAINED A HIGH LEVEL OF 

PROFICIENCY IN SPEAKING, READING, AND WRITING IN ONE OR  

MORE LANGUAGES IN ADDITION TO ENGLISH. 



WHAT DOES THE SEAL LOOK LIKE? 

•THE STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY IS MARKED BY A 

GOLD SEAL AFFIXED TO THE DIPLOMA OR 

TRANSCRIPT.



HOW CAN YOU EARN THE CALIFORNIA STATE 
SEAL OF BILITERACY?

Successful completion 

of a four-year high 

school course of 

study in the same 

world language, with 

an overall grade point 

average of 3.0 or 

higher in that course 

of study + End Of 

Course exam. 

Pass an 

Advanced 

Placement 

(AP) exam 

with a 

three or 

above 

Pass an 

International 

Baccalaure

ate (IB) 

exam with a 

four or 

above

Pass the SAT 

II with a 600 

or above. Or, 

pass a district 

approved 

assessment of 

the same rigor 

as an AP 

exam.

OR OROR



Complete all English Language 

Arts (ELA) graduation requirements 

with a 2.0 grade point average 

(GPA) or above 

One more requirement: 



Thank you for your time!



Office of Language Acquisition:

Reclassification & RFEP 
Follow-up Monitoring



Capacity Building Items

1. Reclassification Process

a. Implications of 
Reclassification for students 
and sites

2. RFEP Follow-up Monitoring



CA EL Roadmap Vision

“English learners fully and meaningfully 
access and participate in a twenty-first 

century education from early childhood 
through grade twelve that results in their 

attaining high levels of English proficiency, 
mastery of grade level standards, and 
opportunities to develop proficiency in 

multiple languages.”
-CA English Learner Roadmap



Recognize, value, and 
respond to ALL learners

Best Practices for Multilingual Learners & 
Universal Support

Monitor Language and 
Academic Progress to 

Refine Instruction

Integrate Language 
Development in ALL 

Content Areas

Develop Academic 
Language Proficiency
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Reclassification
Reclassification is the process whereby an EL student is reclassified from 
English learner (EL) status to reclassified fluent English proficient (RFEP) 
status. (CDE) 

English Learners must have met the following  four criteria:
1. Current English Language Proficiency Assessments for California 

(ELPAC) - OPL 4; 
AND

2. Comparison of student performance in ELA basic skills (SBA ELA, DRA, 
FAST, Inspect) English proficient students of the same age AND

3. Teacher evaluation, using PTEL-O; 
AND

4. Preliminary parent opinion and consultation.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rd/


Resource for Families & Teachers
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Positive Student Impact

➔ RFEP students academically outperform EO students 
when reclassified prior to entering middle school and 
high school,

➔ Multilingual students won’t be required to take ELD/ALD 
courses or the Summative ELPAC,

➔ Reclassification allows RFEP students additional choice 
of electives and the opportunity to enroll in accelerated 
courses to graduate on time.



Positive Impacts for Sites

➔ Reclassifying students demonstrates the ELD program is 
effective in eliminating the language barrier and providing 
grade level content access and decreasing the numbers of 
Long-Term English learners (LTELs),

➔ RFEP students can serve as additional English language models 
to peers,

➔ Increasing the number of RFEP students positively impacts site 
data - CA Dashboard;
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RFEP Follow-up

State and federal laws require the monitoring of students 
who have exited from English learner (EL) status to fluent 
English proficient (RFEP) status for FOUR years. 
(20 U.S.C. Section 6841(a)(4)(5); California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11304.) CDE

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rd/reclassified122019.asp


Reasons for RFEP Follow-up Monitoring

Sites must monitor the academic progress of former ELs  over a 
period of  four years to ensure that:

➔ The students have not been prematurely exited;

➔ Any academic deficit they incurred as a result of 
participation in the EL program has been remedied; and

➔ The students are meaningfully participating in the 
standard instructional program comparable to their 
never-EL peers.
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Resources

● OLA Best Practices for Multilinugual Learners - 
Practitioners’ Handbook

○ Resource for Families/English & 
Resource for Families/Spanish

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1J009uBaE8d8ydpKYCtyTPnsF1QOIGYFU8WGviFSaidk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1J009uBaE8d8ydpKYCtyTPnsF1QOIGYFU8WGviFSaidk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n259xcrX0Lb-5N_duIMyhMkYWuBkELDb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SSNKMQ-MEqRB6ZnK7C0fOAXHvkeU8VjW/view?usp=sharing


Contact  Information  

Bonnie Doherty - 
bdoherty@sandi.net

Nevada Allen - 
nallen@sandi.net
Claire Arias-Kassir
carias@sandi.net

Melody Margetta - 
mmargetta@sandi.net

mailto:bdoherty@sandi.net
mailto:nallen@sandi.net
mailto:mmargetta@sandi.net

